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New Area Commander for East
Kent Police - Chief Superinten -
dent John Molloy

them without knowing who they really are. PC Martin
Carter, Kent Police Force Youth Crime Reduction-Offi
cer, reminds us that we need to highlight to everyone
Chief Superintendent Peter West, who  who uses the internet, but especially parents, that the
has been Area Commander in East Kent should not ignore the potential dangers.. Too many cl
since March 2006, has moved on and  dren have have an unprotected computer and webca
up to Force HQ in Maidstone to over which they often use unsupervised in their bedrooms
see operations at the force controlcen  Parents can make the difference by taking a direct int
tre. est and being there to help and protect their children
His successor in East Kent is ChietSu  having filtering and blocking software installed. Peten
perintendent Peter Molloy, pictured alongside, who has tial dangers on the internet also include personal seci
22 years service behind him and has undertaken a wide in general, grooming and online child abuse, illegal cc

variety of uniform and non-uniform roles in his career.
Since transferring from another police force two years

ago, he has been working in the partnership and crime

reduction department at force HQ and is already well
known to many of the local partners, including Neigh

bourhood Watch. His reaction to his new appointment

was :OThis is a beautiful part of the county and | look

forward to building on the good work that officers have
done, not only in making Canterbury and Thanet a safe

place to live and work, but also in playing our part in

tent and cyber bullying, which is a growing trend. For
further information, log onto the Kent police internet
safety page and to other relevant website links provid
there.

Alcohol Abuse- Kent police have continued their ef
forts to crack down on alcohol abuse and sale of alco
to under-age persons. During one particular weekend
February, 49 seizures of alcohol from young people
were made in Thanet (largely in Broadstairs), and act
has been taken against illegal sales.

developing a vibrant economy where businesses feel it isForum for Disabled People- Disabled people and car

an attractive area for investment.O
Chief Superintendent John Molloy is married with two

ers of disabled people are being invited to join a new
involvement forum which was launched on 5 March.

children and is a keen sailor, having been a member of a This forum is designed to collate the views and exper
successful crew which has won the National Police Ath  ences of disabled people with a view to examining {or
letics AssociationOs championship for yacht racing three lems of accessibility to police services,
times. hate crime, etc and of improving ways
dealing with disabled people (as wit

nesses or victims of crime or indeed

when being detained), assisting them ir
reporting crime and improving the train
ing of police staff in communication anc
understanding disability issues. Any one interested in

OTHER POLICE NEWS

Internet Safety Having backed Internet Safety Day on  {
12 February, supporting schools that were carrying out
special events to make this annual event in order to raise

f T e

- awarermss of the dangers of the internet, hi . hould telenh 01622 652444 of 0162
\’ Kent police remain concerned that peo gs'zgﬁv'ty’ should telephone S or ‘
’ g ple are not listening to advice after it has :

Fraud - Fraud continues to be a growing area of crirr
and is multi-faceted in its manifestations. Kent police
have a dedicated team committed to tackling this are:
and the Kent police website provides a good deal of
important and relevant information.

become clear that young people are still
speaking to people they do not know
over the internet, sometimes putting
themselves at further risk by sharing
private images of themselves or by arranging to meet



Neighbourhood Policing Teams If you wish to
discuss a problem with your local4o
lice team and do not yourself have a
contact telephone number, telephone
01843 222265where you can arran
for the appropriate officer to get in
touch with you

Protecting Yourself - a timely reminder

The chances of you or a member of your family becom
ing a victim of violent crime are low. Violent crime by
strangers in public places is rarer still and accounts for
very small proportion of recorded crime. Nevertheless
you can further reduce your chances of becoming-a vic
tim by taking a few simple precautions.

Avoid becoming a victim

¥ try to stick to well lit and busy areas, particularly at
night.

¥ try and look and act confident - look like you know
where you are going, Owalk tallO.

¥ if possible, spread your valuables around your person,

e.g. keep your phone in a bag, your house keys in a
pocket and and your money in a jacket.

¥ if you use a wheelchair, keep your things beside you
rather than at the back of your chair.

¥ try not be conspicuous about the valuables you are
carrying - talking on your mobile, carrying a laptop or
showing your friends new jewellery for example, all
show thieves that you are worth robbing.

¥ when out walking or jogging, donOt listen to a per

sonal stereo through headphones - this may make you

less alert to your surroundings.
If you are attacked

¥ if someone tries to take something from you, it may
be best to let them take it rather than get into a con-
frontation and risk being hurt.

¥ you can use reasonable force in self-defence and yo
are allowed to protect yourself with something you
are carrying, for example keys or a can of deodorant,
But it is against the law to carry a weapon.

¥ if you decide to defend yourself, be aware that your
attacker may be stronger than you, or may take what
you are using in self-defence and use it against you.

¥ it is often better to shout loudly and run away.-Per
sonal alarms, sometimes known as rape alarms, are
inexpensive and readily available. These send out a

high pitched sound which alerts people that you are in

danger.

Trading standards news

Counterfeit Goods - why you should not buy them

Counterfeit products take many forms - clothing,
DVDs, perfumes and jewellery to name just the obvi
ous. But did you know that car parts, tyres, tools,-elec
trical goods, batteries and childrenOs toys are also ci
ied? These products may seem like a bargain, or you
may be unfortunate enough to have been duped into
paying the retail price for what you believed was a
agenuine item. Counterfeit products are not only of-infe
rior quality, but they can also be unsafe.
Buying counterfeit products not only delays and dis
rupts new product development, but also puts genuin
local traders out of business. And you may not realise
that buying fake goods also suppaesious crime,
such as drug dealing, human trafficking and prostitu
tion. It can also provide an additional, undeclared in
come to benefit cheats.
If you know of someone who manufactures or sells
counterfeit products, please notify Trading Standards
line or by telephoning 08454 040506.

Loan Sharks

OLoan sharksO prey on vulnerable people, who are ¢
those on low or restricted incomes. They may already
have outstanding debts, and are unable to apply for
credit in the conventional way - and they may as a
result see the Oloan sharkO as an answer.

They may at first be offered a small amount, for exam
ple £100 to be repaid at £10 a week for 20 weeks; me
ing a total of £200 to be paiBut it does not stop there.
Before the loan is fully paid off, the loan shark wilt of
fer a further £100 at the same rate, and with the pres
sure of other debts the temptation to increase the loat
often too great to resist. And so it goes on, until befor:
they know what they have done, the borrower is trapr
and has a debt they have no chance of repaying.
These loan sharks are not licenced by the Office of F:
Trading who ensure that anyone lending money as pe
of their business is fit to hold a licence. They do not
give borrowers any cooling off time or indeed any leg:
contract. If the borrowers cannot pay they are intimi
dated. Many end up in further debt with rent arrears a
non payment of utility bills so increasing their prob
lems. People in this situation are then too ashamed o
afraid to ask for help and advice.

If you know of someone who offers short term, high
interest loans to vulnerable people, or know of people
who need help and advice, please let Trading Standa
know as above.

u



The Internet - a most useful source of in Useful Telephone
formation and advice. NUMBERS/WEBSITES

Much of the information on the preceding pages has] |-Thanet NW Liaison Office - 01843 222214

been culled from various Websites’ eg NeighbourhOOd POIiCing Team - 01843 222265
www.kent.police.uk Crime Reporting - general advice & to report on
WWW.tradinqstandards_qov_uk/kent ”ne' WWerDOftaC”mekentDO||CeUk

www.kentcommunitymessaging.net

In emergency only - dial 999

Those of our readers who have their own computergand

internet facilities may already be aware of these site§ §np report non-urgent crime 01843 231055
take advantage of the information they can provide gbput

crime prevention in general or about what is going of | To report a crime in complete anonymity 0800
their neighbourhood. Others may do so by availing | | 555111 or online atvww.crimestoppers-uk.org
themselves of the computer access available to the pyblic

at local librariesAll we can do is to reinforce their To contact Kent Trading Standards re doorstep
value and encourage those who do not do so, to giv§ | crime etc. telephone 0845 3450210 or online
them a try. www.tradingstandards.gov.uk/kent

For advice on all consumer issues telephone Cor
sumer Direct on 08454 040506 or go to :
™\ www.consumerdirect.gov.uk

Kent community messaging

developments Fire Safety - 01843 863015
The Kent Community Messaging Service Thanet District Council - telephone 01843 57700(
(KCMS) (Ringmaster) has undergone a thor - or online www.thanet.gov.uk
ough review over recent weeks with the wel - Anti Social Behaviour Hotline - 01843 577888
come result of much greater robustness and re -
liability. This is as much appreciated by volun - Review of Co-ordinator database
teers at the Liaison Office as by co-ordinators. .
Efforts are also being made to ensure that each & data prOteCtlon
zone receives at least one message a week to
confirm that we are alive and welll The Liaison Office is engaged in the process of

checking the database of street co-ordinators
throughout Thanet and proper completion of the
ringmaster data protection forms. This is a fairly
tedious, if important task which will take a while
to fully complete. We have already been in touch
by telephone with many co-ordinators and where
necessary have sent out data protection forms

KCMS is also in the process of further devel -
opment to ensure that it integrates with other
police force systems and fully embraces the
Neighbourhood Police teams. When complete
towards the summer, this added functionality

will provide even more efficient and compre - where full completion is still needed. We regret
hensive messaging and support service for having to trouble you in this way, but data protee
Neighbourhood Watch schemes. tion has become something of a hot potato in ye
cent months and we must make sure that we are fl
. _J lproperly protected. In a small number of cases th{
review has revealed changed telephone numbers

dates for your diaries

2008 e-mail addresses, and even some where a co-
National Neighbourhood Watch Week : 16-20 June ordinator has vanished from the face of Thanet
Kent County Show, Detling : 11-13 July earth. We would remind you please to let the Liai

son Office know immediately should your details
change in any way.
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telOs tales - your watch liaison
officer, terry mccormick re -

OHow does your garden go.................. 20

With the moving forward of the clocks and the onset of lighter evenings, the opportunities provided
to the criminal can be increased if we fail to keep focused on preventing crime

Wander around any neighbourhood and the reasons are all too obvious. Spades, shears, forks and a
variety of other gardening tools are emerging from sheds and out-houses as people restore their bor-
ders and prepare flowerbeds for the summer ahead. Such tasks always take longer than anticipated,
and these tools, ideal for a burglar to force a window, are often left within easy reach.

The drone and rattle of lawnmowers can often mean that sheds have been opened up again for regu
lar use, and for ease of access may not be properly secured by their owners. In the coming weeks,
garden ornaments, plant troughs, tubs, hanging baskets and even plants themselves will become a
target for opportunist thieves determined to make some easy money at the expense of our hard work.

So what steps can we take to protect our (and our neighbourOs) property from garden crime or even
burglary?

1. Those responsible for such offences often check out gardens and sheds by using suitable footpaths
and alleyways beforehand. Be observant for people hanging around in such areas. Note descrip
tions and report your suspicions.

2. Postcode your garden tools by etching, and take a moment to lock them away securely after use.
The padlock on your shed may be good, but do not forget to fit strong hinges, and consider fitting
a shed alarm.

3. Paint your postcode under ornaments, pots and troughs. If they are in a vulnerable position, con -
sider moving them to a safer place overnight. Wire up your hanging baskets so they are more diffi -
cult for a thief to remove.

4. Security lighting is also useful to illuminate persons entering your driveway or garden.

It only takes a moment to commit a crime - or a momentOs thought to prevent one!

Supplies permitting, this issue of OWatchwordO contains a leaflet on creating a se -
cure garden, which you will find useful

Alleyways can be dangerous - a number of incidents in the Thanet area have highlight
the potential danger when using alleyways. The danger may well be higher at dusk or
later, but the reported incidents all took place during daylight and may possibly have in
volved one particular attacker/thief. All incidents resulted in injuries to the victims. Plea
be on your guard when using an alleyway, or even a public footpath - where possible d
not do so alone.




